
SHADOW 
REPORT 

2005 - 2010

1

OBSERVATORY ON
INTOLERANCE AND DISCRIMINATION 
AGAINST CHRISTIANS IN EUROPE 

ON INTOLERANCE AND DISCRIMINATION  
AGAINST CHRISTIANS IN EUROPE 
2005 - 2010

SHADOW  



WE THANK Bernadette Joyeux, Barbara Vittucci, Roger Kiska, 
Muireann Simpson, Alan Fimister, and others, for their time and 

http://www.IntoleranceAgainstChristians.eu


SHADOW 
REPORT 

2005 - 2010

3

	 I)	 INTRODUCTION
	 1.	 HOW TO READ THIS REPORT...................................................5

	 2.	 WHO WE ARE .......................................................................5

	 3.	 FOUR OBJECTIONS................................................................6

	 4.	 TERMINOLOGY......................................................................7

	 5.	 QUOTATIONS: WHAT PEOPLE SAY ABOUT INTOLERANCE AND 

DISCRIMINATION AGAINST CHRISTIANS...................................8

	 II)	 INTOLERANCE AND DISCRIMINATION 
AGAINST CHRISTIANS IN EUROPE

	 1.	 GROWING RECOGNITION...................................................... 13

	 2.	 DISCRIMINATION: WHERE RIGHTS ARE DENIED  

ON THE BASIS OF ONE’S CHRISTIAN FAITH............................. 14

13a



SHADOW 
REPORT 

2005 - 2010

4



SHADOW 
REPORT 

http://www.IntoleranceAgainstChristians.eu


SHADOW 
REPORT 

2005 - 2010

6

The Observatory gathers instances of discrimination against Christians from media 
sources and individuals who report to us. We brief international governmental 
organizations, such as the EU Fundamental Rights Agency (of which I am a member 
of the Advisory Panel) and the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
(OSCE). Our findings are available to politicians, NGOs, journalists and interested 
individuals through our website. The Observatory is a member of the Fundamental 
Rights Platform of the EU-Fundamental Rights Agency.

Our work is also aimed at encouraging victims of intolerance and discrimination 
against Christians to tell their stories, and at raising awareness among all people of 
good will that the phenomenon ought to be taken seriously and is in need of common 
responses. 

3.	 FOUR OBJECTIONS

At the OSCE Roundtable on Intolerance against Christians on March 4th 2009, a member of 
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Christianophobia or Christophobia are common terms that describe the phenomenon 
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Belgium: Parliament Issues Formal Protest 
against Pope‘s Statement on Condoms
April 2009: The Belgian Chamber and Senate approve overwhelmingly 
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United Kingdom: Anglican Bishop Fined £47,345 and 
Sent to „Re-Education“ in Gay Employment Case
February 2008: The Anglican bishop of Hereford has been ordered 
by a court to undergo „equal opportunities training“ and pay a fine 
of £47,345.00, the equivalent of about Euro 63,J0O00�e6u9 0 0 24.8 0 0 11.8 6s>020r�cour7 fine 

United Kinyme4030nJn: g�ny30n-)31C:“(.3604e1)31CUnited Kii17mn-003n:p 11.f037e:JnP6214(.3604ef�n)31�(U1[(Sen1 747.n022p 114(.367� )31�(\0(U ’F BMr )]TJm71mEMC m/Span <</MCID 662 >>BDC mBTm/T1_2 1 Tf580.8 0 0 11.8 6 r75037in:pMduc)23�r)16(t � 122ny30n-)31C:“.3622 703.045c)23�n Gay EmploJt1n-.36227 BMr 

http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=58&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=8
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=58&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=8
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=119&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=9
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=133&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=1
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=133&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=1
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=152&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=5
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=152&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=5
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=226&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=1
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=226&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=1
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=143&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=3


SHADOW 
REPORT 

2005 - 2010

20

Spain: Judge Suspended for 18 Years for Delaying 

http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=95&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=4
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=95&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=4
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=152&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=1
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=152&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=1
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=134&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=1
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=134&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=1
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=58&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=6
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=58&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=6
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=99&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=4
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=84&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=6
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=84&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=6
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=217&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=2
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=217&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=2


http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=108&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=5
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=108&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=5
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=228&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=1
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=228&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=1
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=86&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=3
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=86&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=3
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=103&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=3
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=103&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=3
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=164&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=2
http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=78&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=1


SHADOW 
REPORT 

2005 - 2010

22

Spain: New Educational Program Spreads 
Secularist Ideas: 55.000 Parents Opt Out
April 2010: 305 Christian parents lodge complaint with European 
Court of Human Rights as the mandatory school curriculum is 
antithetical to their moral convictions.

Sweden: New Law Curbs Religious Elements in Schools
(2008/2009) Sweden curbs the influence of religion in private 
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Stereotyping of and creating prejudice against Christians by their portrayal in the media 
Targeting of Christian symbols, as we see for example with Christmas symbols Aggressive 
opposition towards Christians in public engagements.

We recommend to legislators not to overlook religious intolerance. But we generally 
do not advocate new laws against religious intolerance or “bad behavior”. As long 
as it does not involve violence or go against existing laws and fundamental rights, it 

http://www.intoleranceagainstchristians.eu/index.php?id=630&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bdetailid%5D=154&user_extmininews_pi1%5Bpage%5D=3
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United Kingdom / Scotland: Christian References 
Removed from Holiday Celebration
November 2009: Scotland town eliminated all references to 
Christmas, an address by a Christian minister, and the traditional 
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III) RECOMMENDATIONS
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2.	 WE RECOMMEND TO THE EUROPEAN UNION:
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